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Why should I study Spanish?
So you’ve decided to take Spanish!  I’m so proud of you.  Learning another language is not easy.  It is, however, one of the most useful things you could decide to do in high school and in college.  As you know, more and more Americans are learning to speak Spanish because of the high influx of Spanish speakers in our country.  
	400 million people in the world and half of the people in our hemisphere speak Spanish.  
	It is the 4th most commonly spoken language in the world.  
	Almost all of South America speaks Spanish (aside from Brazil), as does just about all of Central America and Mexico, what we call Latin America.  (21 countries in the world) 
	Within the United States, Spanish is the second most widely spoken language after English - by a very wide margin. 
	In the U.S. more and more job opportunities are available for Spanish speakers.
	Many competitive colleges or universities require at least 2 or 3 years of a foreign language.

Being bilingual (at least having significant Spanish experience) is super valuable!

Why did I decide to continue studying Spanish?
I started speaking Spanish sitting right where you are, in my high school classes in Monticello.  I loved Spanish so much that I continued studying it in college, majored in Spanish and English, and decided to teach.  I studied in Sevilla, Spain in my junior year in college at Bradley, and spent a year in Spain teaching English to Spanish-speaking high school students.  I’ve continued to visit Spanish-speaking countries since I’ve returned to live in the US, and I’m really excited to be back because I get to work with students and teach Spanish language and Spanish/Hispanic culture.  

	Being able to communicate in Spanish has helped me to…
study in another country
live and work in another country
meet some extraordinary people in Spain and Mexico
communicate with these people and learn about their culture
travel to places where English was not spoken and feel confident 
proudly represent the United States in the world, especially since citizens of many other 
countries can fluently speak two or more languages

What kind of Spanish class will this be?
I know it takes a long time to speak Spanish well.  Americans traditionally begin learning foreign languages ridiculously later in life than Europeans, for example, but does that mean we shouldn’t try?  Of course not!  Even within one year, you’ll surprise yourself at how quickly you can learn, and how much you will be able to say and write in Spanish.  Our goal is not to become fluent yet (at least not this year).  



Our GOALS for this year are to…
learn as much Spanish vocabulary as we can.  Without words, how can we form 
sentences and conversations? 
	learn about the cultures of countries that speak Spanish.  This includes food, music, dance, 
holidays, sports, art, poetry, literature and more.  
practice speaking, reading, writing, and listening in Spanish as much as possible!  
		The more Spanish we read and hear, the better we can understand and improve 
		our spoken and written communication!  This takes practice and diligence.  It’s not 
easy to speak in a language that isn’t English.  I just ask that you do your best.  When you learn a foreign language, you only get back how much you put in. 

In our class, you will listen to me speaking as much Spanish as I can in a normal day.  If you don’t understand me or if you miss something, I’ll give you one guess as to what you should do.  
RAISE YOUR HAND!
Many people in the class will have the same question as you about vocabulary or grammar, so if you ask me to repeat something or ask the definition of a word, you’re helping out a lot of people in class.  Even if you know that it’s something we’ve already gone over, asking again never hurts.  Learning language takes repetition.  I have to see or hear a new word several times to remember, just like most people.

In our class, we will also cover a wide variety of material.  If you’re a returning Spanish student, you know that we use our text books, listening activities, and videos.  Sometimes we’ll use photocopies, websites, avatars, youtube, and other resources.  We’ll cook food and dance some salsa and flamenco.  

This is a language class.  Just like when you learned to read and write in English for the first time when you were in elementary school, we’ll need to practice reading and writing a lot.  But that doesn’t mean we won’t play a lot of games and do creative projects too.  

Expectations for all of us (Expectativas para todos)

I expect you to…
	treat me with respect
	attend class
	participate by speaking, listening, reading, and writing
	be cooperative and not disruptive
	complete all assigned work to the best of your ability by the due dates
study hard for tests
take notes

You can expect me to…
	treat you with respect
	provide you with an orderly classroom environment
	provide necessary discipline
	teach you the required content you need 
	do my best to make this class valuable, interesting, and enjoyable




Classroom Rules (Normas de la clase)

Only three—short and sweet.
1. Golden Rule: Treat others like you want to be treated.  Let’s all respect each other.
2. Come to class prepared: this means materials for your work today, and homework due today
3. Have fun, be creative, be open-minded, be positive about your own Spanish skills

Ok, I know I said short and sweet, but there’s more.  Can you get by with only doing the minimum?  You may pass my class if you put forth the minimum effort, or you may not.  Regardless, you won’t be doing yourself any favors if you only do the very least that is required of you.  I will treat all of you as though you are going to college, even if you don’t think you are at this time.  By signing up for this class, you are telling me that you are college bound.  This is an elective class.  In college, sometimes no one cares if you pass or fail.  Most likely, your professor won’t care if you don’t complete your homework, because your professor won’t care to deal with someone who isn’t willing to put the work in required to succeed.  But by not doing your best at all times, you shouldn’t expect to do well or even pass college classes.  I know you’re not in college yet, but now is the time to start preparing.  Give yourself a head start over other students and meet me halfway: study hard and turn in GOOD work!

Here are a few tips for doing well in my class:
	Be here every day.  Only miss if you are truly sick.
	Be on time.  If you are not, it looks like you don’t care.
	Take notes.  It helps you to stay focused in class, to remember more content, and to look like you care.
	Complete all work to avoid academic danger.  Your grades are accessible for you and your family on Skyward.  You will always know what assignments we have done in our class, how much they were worth, and when they were due.  Your agenda is to help you keep track of upcoming assignments, exams, projects, journals, etc.  This is your responsibility.  

Consequences (Consecuencias) 
I respect you guys and I hope you respect me.  You are old enough to be treated like adults, unless you refuse to cooperate in class or insist on distracting others, for example.  If you are warned in class because of some kind of incident, you and I will need to talk.  If the behavior continues in class again, then you will receive a referral for a time for time consequence or detention according to school policy.  Students who do not participate or become involved in the class will forfeit the benefits of that particular learning experience.  If a problem persists, like failing to pay attention in class or failing to turn in work, your grade will most likely suffer.  Also, I would prefer it if none of my students choose to rack up detentions.  
Grading Criteria (Normas de las notas)
The following items will be categories on skyward.  In each category, the various assignments will have a total value of points possible.  Your total points earned in each of the categories will be divided by how many points the assignments were originally worth.  This is how I calculate your grade.

Haganlo Ya, Class Work, Homework, Quizzes, Journals, Projects, Exams
←←←Worth Less Points                          Worth More Points→→→

Grades are calculated as follows:
% grade earned = total points earned / total points possible × 100

As taken from your Agenda, the grading scale is as follows: 
A  90-100%
B  80-89%
C  70-79%
D  60-69%
F  0-59%	
Extra Credit Opportunities (Puntos extra)

Spanish article (10 points per article, 20 points maximum each semester)
	You may bring in up to two current articles (within the last 2 weeks) taken from the newspaper or an article from an online newspaper.  The subject must pertain to Spanish language, places where Spanish is spoken, or Hispanic culture.  Along with the article clipped or printed, you must orally summarize the article and explain the significance of the material in the article.   

Optional Extra Credit Questions on Quizzes/Exams
	You may get a chance to answer extra credit questions on quizzes and/or exams given in class.  These questions, if answered correctly, will add points to your quiz or test.  These questions may be more difficult, so you have to earn it!  

Materials:
Always bring your textbook and all of the stuff below unless we’ve already talked about not using it the day before.  We need our materials to learn.

1 notebook.  

1 other notebook.  (For Spanish 2, 3, and 4 only) 
6” by 9” spiral notebook bound at the top.  This will be your journal.  You can find these for about $1.

1 Dictionary. Your dictionary can be big, small, fancy, plain, cheap, expensive, from Wal-mart or your cousin’s basement.  Have one that you can bring to class.  Make sure it’s an English-Spanish/Spanish-English Dictionary.  

1 folder. Like I said about notebook #1, pick whatever folder you want.  

Plenty of pencils and pens!  Bring what you need.  If you don’t have something to write with every day, you’ll have to borrow from a kind, good Samaritan neighbor because I don’t sell, lend, or give you pencils or pens.  You can handle this.  

Heading for my class…
Your Name
Español  1a/1b/2a/2b/3/4
8 Septiembre,  2013





Classroom Procedures

¡Haganlo ya!  This translates to “Do Now!” or “Do it already!” These mini-assignments will typically be on the board as you arrive in our classroom.  Your job is to come in to class and do whatever it is you do before the bell rings.  You may talk to your amigos, you may write on the graffiti wall, or you may sit and stare at your shoes, but when the bell rings, you must be sitting in your seat working on the haganlo ya.  Each one will be entered into your journal, along with the date.  These assignments may sometimes only be correcting or writing a few sentences, and therefore, you would do well to put several on the same page.  These journal assignments will be graded several times a month, at which time the haganlo ya assignments and journals will be graded. 

Homework (Tareas): Usually we will go over homework in class but you still receive a grade for doing it.  After the bell rings, we will be working on the assignment on the board—THIS IS NOT TIME FOR HOMEWORK THAT HAS YET TO BE COMPLETED.  Homework is due the day that it is due with no exceptions.  Missing assignments for students who were absent can be found in the folders by the door labeled Tareas Perdidas in class.  The day you get back to class find an appropriate time to check what you missed.  Right when I start teaching is not appropriate.

Late Work (Tareas tardes): Work due on a certain day is due at the start of class.  Anyone finishing homework during haganlo ya time will be counted late for that assignment.  I do not accept late work unless you were sick.  If you are sick, you have an extra day to do your assignment, according to school policy.  If you had an assignment due on the date you were absent, it is due the very day you return.  Any homework turned in without a name will be placed in the clipboard labeled Sin Nombre.  If an assignment doesn’t appear on skyward and you don’t get it handed back to you, check the Sin Nombre clipboard where no-name papers 

Late People (Gente tarde): When the bell rings for the start of class, I would like everyone to be seated and working on their haganlo ya assignment, or respectfully headed in that direction.  I don’t want to be telling everyone every day to sit down and I won’t.  A few minutes after the bell has rung (3-5 minutes, depending), we will talk about the haganlo ya.  If you have failed to complete the assignment because you weren’t in your seat, or you were late, you forfeit the points of that assignment.  If lateness happens after several warnings, I’ll just have to give you a detention for something silly.  Don’t be late!

Graffiti Wall (La Pared de Graffiti): La pared de graffiti will be used for our own enjoyment and also to practice (and show off) what we’ve learned and what we’re working on.  Anyone may write and/or draw on the Graffiti wall as long as he or she follows the following conditions:
1. No profanity!  No insulting, demeaning, disgusting, or rude graffiti will be written.
2. No specific person will write anything negative about another person, not even in jest.
3. Graffiti should be written visibly, but not so large as to take up too much room.  The wall is for everyone.  When it fills up, however, we will put up a blank graffiti wall and start over!
4. Acceptable times: before and after class.  Before and after school are ok too.

Journals (Diarios): Journal assignments will be given out almost every other week for Spanish 2, 3, and 4. The assignment will be given on Monday and will be checked for completeness on Friday.  Each entry needs to have that Friday’s date included.  Journals assignments will be graded when they are collected, including haganlo ya assignments (they are to be done in the same notebook with spirals at the top).  Each journal assignment should fill a minimum of one page in said notebook for Spanish 3 and Spanish 4 classes and ½ page for Spanish 2.

*Spanish Lunch Seminar: This year we’ll be continuing Spanish Lunch Meetings with Spanish 3 and Spanish 4.  We’ll have a Supplemental Seminar during lunch on Thursday.  This Seminar will be for upper-level Spanish students so very little English will be spoken during seminar.  We’ll have some discussion while we eat and get in some more conversation practice.  Students selected by me to participate in Seminar will be strongly encouraged (although not required) to be a part of our Seminar group.  However, if you are a Spanish 3 or 4 student not preselected to be involved with the seminar but you wish to join, talk to me after class. 

*Socratic Seminar (Seminario Socrático): Socratic Seminars are for Spanish 3 and 4.  These graded conversations are about topics you guys want to talk about.  They are student led and I will not participate very much.  Some students may be surprised to learn that by not participating in Seminar they may receive an F for this activity.  Spanish is a spoken language, and you have to show me that you are at least trying to speak it!  I’ll help you and give you everything you need to know in order to get a super grade on the seminar before your class participates in one.  However, the important thing is that you’re speaking to your classmates and having a fun conversation while improving your language skills so you have to meet me half way and talk.  It’s a language class so…it’s a no brainer.   A sure-fire way to improve your seminar grades is to come to Spanish lunch seminars.  Those guys always get great seminar grades because they get used to talking in Spanish a bit more than the rest.

Plagiarism/Cheating (plagio): It is cheating to use google translator or an equivalent in your homework and/or in your journal.  You can AND SHOULD use a dictionary or wordreference.com or your textbook to look up words or grammar structures we’ve learned in class.  But using google translator isn’t helping you learn and it’s showing me how lazy you are.  I can also usually tell when students use google translator; and even if you get away with it, I’ve never seen any of my tests that come with a built-in computer-based translator so…good luck with that, fools. 

Tests/Quizzes (Exámenes/Pruebas): Tests will always be announced in advance, but quizzes may not be.  Once distributed to the entire class, tests and quizzes must be completed silently.  When you have finished, you are to place your test/quiz in the folder marked for your class at the front of the class.  

Grades (Notas): As you all know, your grades are available on Skyward for us all to marvel at and enjoy on a daily basis.  Of course I will endeavor to keep the grades on Skyward as accurate as possible, but sometimes it will take time to sort, grade, and post everything that we’re working on.  IT IS YOUR RESONSIBILITY TO CHECK SKYWARD.  You should be accountable for your own grades.  This will help catch any mistakes on Skyward.  BE RESPONSIBLE AND KEEP TRACK OF YOUR OWN GRADE.

Website (Página Web) http://www.brhsspanish.yolasite.com/                Memorize this!
On the website you can not only find links to dictionaries, flashcards, lessons, and more, but you will also find student projects displayed, apps to download, and other fun stuff. 

Recycle (Reciclar): Enough said.  The bins are next to my desk.  If I see you throw away paper, I will make you take it out of the garbage and put it in the recycling.  Save the trees.  Hug the trees.  Love the trees.

Food/Drinks (Comidas/Bebidas): Please don’t bring food to class unless we have decided as a group (and I approved it).  No drinks in class either, but water is fine.  Hydration is good.

Cell phones: Neither seen nor heard.  
